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" Soaring to New Heights...Every Student, Every Day!"

Mrs. Soto (5th) & Ms. Stovall (6th)

Greetings Mata families!
Our theme this year is "Mission Possible" in all that we do towards ensuring that our students
grow academically and socially this year. The �rst 9 weeks has come to an end, and we are
ready to begin the next grading period which will come to an end in December. Between now
and then, our students will be learning new concepts while connecting previous learning.
 
All students received a planner to record their learning daily. The planner is also a great home-
school communication tool. We ask that you check the planners daily to stay informed of
what our students are learning as well as any other information that teachers may share.
 
We also invite you to team up with us in the learning process to make our "Mission Possible"
by joining us for upcoming fun, family nights, book fair and family center events. Your support
is greatly appreciated as we work together towards our students' success.
 
Sincerely,
Mrs. Coleman-Diaz
Principal

Leaders vs. Followers

When leaders make a mistake, they say, “I was wrong.”



When followers make mistakes, they say, “It wasn’t my fault.”
Leaders listen; followers just wait until it’s their turn to talk.

A leader makes and keeps commitments; a follower makes and forgets promises.
Are you a LEADER or a FOLLOWER?

Character Focus… Self-Esteem & Peer Pressure

Self-esteem is having con�dence in your own worth or ability; in other words, having self-
respect.
Peer Pressure is when you feel like you HAVE to do what other people are doing in order to be
accepted.
Things to remember…
1. It’s ok to do your own thing.
2. You don’t have to do things that you don’t want to do in order to make friends.
3. Be strong and do what you know is right for you.

When: Oct. 23rd – 31st
This is the time of the year when we inform our students of the dangers of drugs. We will be
advocating how to stay away from drugs throughout the week. The classroom (one 5th grade
and one 6th grade) with the most participation will receive a pizza party! We will also be
having a drug-free poster contest. The top 3 winners will also receive a prize! More
information coming your way soon!



Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Cole

We are looking ahead to a healthy and productive school year. Flu season is upon us. Please
make time to get your child vaccinated. Here are some helpful tips for preventing the spread
of viruses and germs.

Wash your hands.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Cover your sneeze or cough and avoid sharing drinks/ foods.
Keep sick children home. Sick children should remain home until they have been fever or
symptom free for at least 24 hours.
Please be sure to dress your child appropriately for the weather.
Please keep the Nurse updated on any medical changes related to your child.
Feel free to contact the clinic Nurse with questions or concerns.



Mrs. Goodwin,
Librarian
During the 1st 9 weeks,
students had Library Orientation
and learned about Destiny, the
library catalog. Students
learned about accessing
Destiny and Digital Resources
from the Library webpage and
from the AliefHUB. Students
learned about Internet Safety
and Cyberbullying.
Upcoming Event: The Book Fair
will be open November 11-15!

Mrs. Barnett, Family
Liaison
Mata’s Family Center offers a
wide variety of free classes,
free activities and free
resources that will inform and
equip our families to better
contribute to their homes,
communities and the success
of their children. There are
endless possibilities awaiting
for you at the Mata .
Family Center Hours:
Tuesday- Friday
9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Mrs. Bell, Technology
Specialist
Alief HUB
Do you need digital resources?
Checkout the Alief HUB.
Students can access the HUB
at hub.alie�sd.net using a
browser. Most of the resources
that students use daily can be
found here. Students can turn
in assignments via Schoology,
improve their reading, math
skills, and science skills by
accessing Istation , i-Ready
and STEMSCOPE. Also,
students can access electronic
books, connect with the
Houston Public Library, and
utilize research tools such as
Britannica, World Book, etc.
What are you waiting for?
Check out the Alief HUB today.
Earbuds
All students need a set of
earbuds for digital learning
apps at school.
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Ms. Weston, Science
Specialist
Our campus, Mata
Intermediate, has chosen
STEMscopes, an online
science curriculum from
Accelerate Learning, as our
primary instructional resource
for teaching science in grades
5 and 6.
STEMscopes is built on an
instructional philosophy that
centers on students learning
science through hands-on
exploration and inquiry. Each
lesson includes a series of
investigations and activities to
bring science to life for our
students so that they can “learn
by doing” and fully engage in
the scienti�c process.
Your student received login
credentials to access the
program, which features some
always-available resources that
can be browsed at home,
including a Video Glossary and
a reference resource called
STEMscopedia. Each of these
STEMscopedia reading
passages incorporates hands-
on activities and a “Connecting
with your Child” piece to
encourage scienti�c dialogue.
This piece offers a series of
questions that you can ask your
student to further reinforce
concepts learned in school.
Additionally, rather than a
traditional textbook, your
student may come home with a
variety of assignments, like
reading passages, vocabulary
exercises, and at-home hands-
on lessons.

Ms. Nouel, Math
Specialist
What Is i-Ready? i-Ready is an
online program for reading
and/or mathematics that will
help your child’s teacher(s)
determine your child’s needs,
personalize their learning, and
monitor progress throughout
the school year. i-Ready allows
your teacher(s) to meet your
child exactly where they are
and provides data to increase
your child’s learning gains. i-
Ready consists of two parts:
Diagnostic and Instruction.

Ms. Wicks, Reading
Specialist
Mata Intermediate started the
year off by challenging our
students to read up to 40 books
this year. Students and
teachers are promoting literacy
by adding to the growth of our
5th and 6th grade “Reading
Worms.” Students receive
incentives and prizes such as
dress as your favorite character
on October 31st , pencils,
reading chains, bookmarks,
water bottles, pizza coupons,
picnics, and will end the year
with a DJ Book Party. We will
also integrate math with
reading by writing questions to
see which team has the
longest worm, graphing
different academies, and
solving word problems about
each worm.
One way to support and
encourage your child to read is
to ask them questions about
what they are reading. Try
asking questions to start
conversations that require them
to think. “How has the
character changed throughout
your book?” or “How does the
book you’re reading challenge,
change, or con�rm your
thinking about things that
happen in life?’
Other ways to encourage your
child to read are:
· Establish a routine for your
child to read daily for at least 20
minutes at home.
· Let your child read and reread
their favorite books to build
their con�dence and �uency.
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· Visit the public library to allow
your child to choose the books
they �nd interesting.
· Write short notes to your child
to encourage them to re�ect
and write about what they are
reading.
· Read to your child, read with
your child, and let your child
read to you to build
comprehension skills and
vocabulary.
· Use technology and log on to
www.istation.com at home, or
use free reading websites such
as
www.mycapstonelibrary.com
that offers audio recorded
books on different levels,
subjects, and genres to build
vocabulary, listening,
comprehension, �uency, and
word analysis.
Remember, when we give our
children opportunities to read,
we are building better readers,
writers, and thinkers.

http://www.istation.com/
http://www.mycapstonelibrary.com/


10/15: 2nd 9 weeks begins
10/17: Report cards go home
10/23: Breakfast with the
Principal- Family Center 9:00-
10:00
10/24: Fuel Up to Play 60-wear
a Texans shirt or jersey
10/25: Honor Roll breakfast
10/28: Big Kahuna Fundraiser
begins
Picture Day
10/29: Family Movie Night 5:00-
7:00
10/31: Dress as your favorite
book character day!

11/7: Progress reports will be
sent home
11/11: Book Fair begins
Fundraiser ends
11/14: Fall Festival Family Night
5:30-7:00
11/16: Alief Proud Day @
Crump Stadium 9:00-12:00
11/25-11/29 Thanksgiving
Break

12/3: Math District Common
Assessment
12/4: Reading District Common
Assessment
12/5: Progress reports will be
sent home
12/5: Band Winter Concert @
Holub Middle School 6:30
12/9: Social Studies District
Common Assessment
12/10: Choir/Theater Arts
Winter performance
12/11 Science District
Common Assessment
12/17: Orchestra Winter
Concert
12/18: Hip Hop Holiday Cheer
Performance
12/19: Battle of the Books Fall
Competition
12/20: End of the 2nd 9 Weeks
12/23-1/6: Winter Break

Facebook @mataeagles

Mata Intermediate

9225 South Dairy Ashford Roa… 281-983-7800

alie�sd.net/Mata
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